NORWICH

The Earl of Warwick and the Norwich citizens gave thanks to
God in the Church of St. Peter Mancroft.

The prosperity of Norwich, which had somewhat declined,
was revived in Elizabeth's reign by the influx of Flemish and
Huguenot refugees, who not only introduced the weaving of
new stuffs, but also such trades as dyeing and making of pins
and felt hats. Much building took place at this time. Nor-
wich was remarkable for the number of noblemen's houses
which it contained, as well as those of its wealthy merchant
families. The Howards alone had four houses, including the
Palace of the Dukes of Norfolk, begun in Henry VIII's reign.
The Paston family, whose famous letters give such a vivid
picture of fifteenth century Norfolk, had a house called ' The
Musick House'. At the Reformation the property of the
Friars and the other religious communities had been taken
over by the town. St. Andrew's Hall was formerly the preach-
ing nave of the Blackfriars' Church, while the Guildhall had
been the hall of St. George's Guild. Until 1835 this was
commemorated by a procession on St. George's Day when a
very popular dragon called * Snap * used to pursue schoolboys
and snatch off their caps.

Possibly as a result of the foreign Protestant element in the
town, Norwich became a stronghold of Puritanism in the
seventeenth century. Many Norwich men emigrated to the
Puritan colonies in the New World, while the Old Meeting
House in Colegate is one of the earliest Nonconformist chapels
in the country. Although the town did not take much part in
the Civil War there was a certain amount of destruction of
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